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| Spring 1! ‘k
We hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas
holiday and enjoyed the time with your families. This
half term is one of our favourite ones as our topic
focus is ‘Amazing Planet’. The children have had the
opportunity to explore and learn all about rainforests.
This includes learning about the different types of
plants, animals, and tribes within these environments. |
am sure the children have been looking forward to
sharing their new learning with you.

%
Writing Y-
The children have made fantastic progress with their
letter formation this term. The children have been
working hard to learn how to write their surnames,
along with their first names. In Literacy, we are now
focusing on writing captions and short sentences. The
children are learning all about adding their magic 5
within their writing!

As always, we appreciate any support you can offer
your child with their writing at home.

>R"e:der.it'eﬁ Inc:

Phonics
Our RWI phonics sessions continue to remain high
priority in Reception, and they are really helping the
children to learn to blend and segment, whilst also
learning to recognise and read their ‘special friends’
within words. We will continue to send QR codes
home weekly in their learning log so that the children
can continue this learning at home.

Ralibow to

Maths /f@\\

This half term we have being learning all about
comparing weight and height. Over the next couple of
weeks, we will be continuing to understand and use
numbers to 10 to support the children learning their
number bonds to |10 using tens frames and part whole

models. Q

RSPB Old Moor School Trip =%

Next half term our topic is “All Things Bright and
Beautiful”. As part of this we will be going to RSPB Old
Moor on a school trip on Wednesday 6th March
2024 to explore pond dipping, minibeasts and their
habitats.

You will have all received an email with a link to a
google form, please can we ask that you complete the
google form to consent for your child to attend and
pay a contribution of £15.42 on parent pay by
Wednesday 7th February 2024. It is important for
us to stress that in the event of an inadequate number
of parental contributions it will not be possible for this
valuable trip to take place and it will be cancelled.

Diploma
Our Diploma focus for Spring | is ‘Wildlife’. We were

lucky to have a visit from ‘Prickly Edge’ Hedgehog rescue
who showed us how to care for a hedgehog and how to
~ keep them safe.

As always, we are really grateful for any resources we
can use in school (especially things we can use to make
models!) Please see below a list of resources we are
always looking for to enhance our modelling area:

* Cardboard tubes * Various sizes of cardboard boxes *
Pasta ¢ Tin foil * Yoghurt pots * Materials * Anything
interesting that you have spare and you think the children
will enjoy using! Unfortunately, we cannot accept
any boxes or containers that have had seeds or
nuts in them.

Learning Log/Homework
Every Friday, your child will bring home a learning log,
reading book and reading diary. These are to be
completed and returned the following Thursday. Your
child may receive some additional phonics work
throughout the week from their phonics teacher. This
work will be modelled to the children so they know
exactly what to do. Please make sure you check your
child’s book bag daily and return the phonics books on a
Thursday.

A really useful link that has a menu of activities designed to
have a positive impact on learning and health:
https://50thingstodo.org/

Reading
At Lofthouse Gate we love to read. Each term we will have our
5 favourite class books to enjoy with the children. This half
term our favourite 5 books are;
Aliens Love Underpants
Monkey Puzzle
Giraffes Can’t Dance
Billy’s Bucket
Billy and the Dragon

Monkey Puzzle’ is our Talk for Writing book this term.
The children have worked very hard to learn to retell the
story using actions. If you haven’t already, please ask your

child to retell the story to you! They are brilliant at
retelling it.

As always, if you have any questions or queries please

don’t hesitate to come and talk to any one of us. No

problem is too small and we welcome your ideas and
suggestions.

Many Thanks,

Miss Cowling, Mrs Spencer, Miss Jones, Mrs Pickersgill, Mrs
Williams
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